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EDITION  
 

Commission P ossible  

     In all the Gospels, Jesus seeks to send the disciples out--outward into the 
community to share, inv ite, and to baptize persons into God's kingdom. Though each 
Gospel says it in different ways and words, each is clear that the goal of discipleship is 
not only that of growing in Christ-likeness, it is also seeking to share God's grace in 
Christ with others. Matthew shares Jesus' last words this way: "go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the son and of 
the Holy Spirit ... teaching them everything I have commanded you ."  

     On September 19 and 20, 2008, United Methodists from all over West Virginia 
Annual Conference will be gathering in Summersville for the COMMISSION 
POSSIBLE  event. During this time we will share in worship, learning, and motivation to 



indeed fulfill the Great Commission.  

     Bishop Richard Wills, Bishop Scott Jones, and Rev. Kwasi Kenna will be sharing in 
our learning times. We're delighted that these leaders can be with us here in our Annual 
Conference.  

Start now in preparation for this event:  

¶ Put this time on the church calen dar  and do not schedule any event for this 
two day period that would conflict with you and your people attending.  

¶ Begin announcing it and publicizing it.   
¶ Ask your people to be in prayer f or the speakers who will be coming to be 

with us; for the God's Hol y Spirit to move and empower those who attend; for 
our churches and their commission faithfulness; for those in your own 
neighborhoods and communities who need God's grace and hope in Christ.  

¶ Plan to come, worship, learn, and return to lead your congregation in 
reaching people with Godôs hope and grace in Christ. 

David Erenrich, D. S. 
 

Lay Leaderôs Corner          
 

At this time of year everyone usually is thinking about new  

starts. New resolutions. New beginnings. Or even restarts.  

Have you noticed how your calendar is already filled with 

meetings, dates to remember, and special days. We stay busy 

all the time. 

 

The District Laity Committee has planned a different Leadership Formation Workshop that we 

hope has already been put on your calendar. This year instead of concentrating on offices in the 

church, we are offering classes on prayer, creative worship, holy living, evangelism, and more. 

You will want to get as many people from your church to attend so that you can have a taste of 

all of the classes to bring back to your church. Many of the pastors from our district will be 

presenting part of this workshop so you might want to support your pastor by attending. We hope 

to see many of you at the Leadership Formation Workshop on March 1, 2007, at Elm Grove 

UMC. You will find a registration form attached to this district newsletter.  Get your registration 

form in soon to help those planning the workshop (and your lunch).  A Brochure and Poster are 

attached. 

 

Make one of your new beginnings the plan to attend workshops like this so that you can use all 

of the resources you can in making your church one of the best in the district. 

 

May all of your beginnings start with prayer and thanksgiving, 

 

Ruth Ellen Fise, 

District Lay Leader 



Northern Districtõs Coordinators  
And Strategy Team Plan Visits to 

each Charge 
In February, 2008  

 
Has your church/charge reviewed the healthy church 

assessment and what did you learn about your church 

life?  Have you shared the results wit h the congregation 

and asked them to be in pra yer for the mission of the 

Church? 

 

What have you decided to do to address the weakest 

areas and become healthier?  

 

Where is your strategy team (vision team, health team) at this time in developing a 

Ministry Action Plan?  

 

Are there resources that you need  that would help you in this journey?  

 

In February the District Strategy Team members and those who have been in 

the Leadership Incubators will be arranging a date and time to meet with your 

pastor and health team.   

 

Their goal is to be in conversation wi th each church and pastor concerning their 

journey towards greater health as Christõs church.  Their goal is to affirm and to 

encourage us in our common journey.  Their goal is to glean from what you are doing 

that might be helpful for others.  Their goal is to discern if there are ways that 

they, as the Strategy team, can be helpful in the coming two years in resourcing 

and assisting the pastors and congregations of our District.  

 

We are in this together.  So letõs together stay on track-- Christ seeks his church 

to be a church that makes disciples for Christ ñnurtures them in Christ - likeness, 

and then hits the road to be in mission, witness, and invitation for others to òcome 

and see.ó 

 

 



 
Greetings and New Year Blessings from the Prayer Covenant Team! 
 
       After attending the Prayer Workshop in September, there has been a group of 
people that have been diligently working as a team to bring awareness and 
opportunities for prayer to the churches, clergy and laity in the Northern District.  
For those of you that had the opportunity to attend the District Advent Service  at 
Mt. Olivet, you participated in several varied opportunities for prayer and the Spiritual 
Formation Team worked hard to make that experience possible. We hope that all of you 
found the service to be one of renewal as we moved into the Advent season.  

 
As we enter into 2008, we have plans for introducing ideas and opportunities for 

prayer in the local churches to Clergy in February , followed by workshop for Laity 
in March  as part of the Distric t training event, on how to be a leader in prayer in your 
local church. This workshop will offer some practical guidance and tips on how to 
begin a Prayer Ministry  in your church or become a Prayer Coordinator  in your 
church. 

 
On April 4 th  and 5 th  we will be offering a great opportunity for a Prayer 

Experience at Paul VI Center  in Wheeling. This is an event we are all very excited 
about! This is opened to anyone who is yearning for time in prayer. The event will 
begin with an opportunity to come Friday nigh t for a time of worship and prayer 
followed by time on your own to journal, pray or read in the peaceful and relaxing, 
contemplative atmosphere of the Paul VI Center.  Persons may spend the night or join 
in the experience on Saturday morning for Concerts of Prayer, Lectio Divina ,and other 
opportunities, tools and guides to prayer. Please mark your calendars for this refreshing 
event during the Easter season. 
 
    All of these opportunities for prayer will be leading up to the plans we are making to 
bring Terry Tekyl,  to the Northern District in late August or early fall . Terry is 
the author of Praying the Price, and many other books on prayer.  He was one of the 
featured speakers in Nashville in September and he is a very entertaining and 
interesting speaker who has much to teach us about prayer.   
 
     We hope you will be attentive to these opportunities we are making available. We 
pray you will make them available to your churches, your leaders and your 
congregations and your friends, and most of all that  you will make prayer and these 
prayer opportunities a priority as we begin this New Year together making Disciples of 
Christ in the Northern District! Peace and Joy to you!  



Beverly Carpenter Father (John Leonard), had a heart by pass 
surgery and heart valve replacement at the Cleveland Clinic. 
 
Bryan Carpenter, knee Surgery on December 28. 

 
      Mike Linger hospitalized during New Yearôs week  

 

 
     As of December 28, 2007 the Northern District has paid 100% of 
their District Apportionments.  This is the first time I think they have 
ever been paid 100%.  Congratulations District.  
     As of December 21, 2007 the Northern District has paid 70.48% of 

their Conference Fair Share.  Please do what you can to encourage your church to pay 
their Conference Fair Share.  We need to step forward from last year and that means 
we should all take a step forward.   
 
Remember: you have until January 9 th  by  4:00 p.m. to get your 2007 
apportionments in to the Conference Office.  After that time, all received 
payments wi ll be applied to the 2008 apportionments.   Pastors ðcheck with 
your treasurer and finance chair this week!  
 

2008  DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR  

 

December 30   Alma-Ripley Charge.  Pastor:   
ï January 5 :   Donald Thomas.  
                            Churches: Alma Ripley Chapel, Shirley, Victory, 

Spring Hill. 
            
January 6 -  12 :     Archers Chapel-Little UMC.  Pastor:   
                             Phyllis Mehaffie 
 
January 13 -  19 :   Bowman Charge.  Pastor:  Skip Adkins.                                                  
                             Churches:  Bowman, Lynn Camp. 
 
January 20 -  26 :   Calvary/Washington Lands UMC.  Pastor:  Mike  
   Brown.     
 
January 27    Cameron-Clouston UMC.   
-  February 2 :   Pastor:  Beth Mencer.    
 

January :        Glen Baker and Ellen Carter 


